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CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROGRAM DRIVERS 

Compliance with regulations 

Sound scientific practices 

Site characterization phase activities 
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ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED IN 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS 


I ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN I 

I 


I I I I ,, I I 

AIR 

WATER ~ EFAPS CULTURAL 
ECOSYSTEMS 

EMP 
Provides the roadmap to the environmental document hierarchy 

The use of lower-tiered documents was selected to aid in the 
description of individual components, recognize the existence of 
different users and oversight reviewers, and ease in document 
updates and modifications 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM 


Environmental compliance 
- Perm i t s  
- H a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  

- C o m p l i a n c e  a u d i t s / s u r v e i l l a n c e s  

Environmental field programs 

- Ai r  q u a l i t y / m e t e o r o l o g y  
- A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  

- Nat ive  A m e r i c a n  s t u d i e s  
- Ter res t r ia l  e c o s y s t e m s  

- R e c l a m a t i o n  

- R a d i o l o g i c a l  m o n i t o r i n g  

- Water  r e s o u r c e s  
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FOCUS ON CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROGRAM IS SITE CHARACTERIZATION 

Congress did not consider site characterization a 
major federal action, hence it specifically precluded 
the site characterization phase of the program from 
an Environmental Impact Statement. A statutory 
Environmental Assessment was required. 

Congress, through the NWPA, did require DOE to 
conduct site characterization in a manner that 
minimizes any significant adverse environmental 
impacts to the maximum extent practicable. 
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CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES 


Compliance with environmental regulations 
Monitoring for potential significant adverse impacts 
,.,~igation of impacts 
- Pol lut ion contro l  equ ipment  
- Spill co l lect ion berms 
-, Env i ronmenta l  input  to design 
- Exc lus ion/ Inc lus ion f lagging 
- Floodplain assessments  
- Water resource moni tor ing.  
- Pre-act iv i ty surveys (archaeological ,  b io logical )  
- Waste min imizat ion 
- Desert tor to ise studies 
- Topsoi l  s tockp i l ing  & eros ion contro l  
- Reclamat ion 
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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT 

Requires early planning to consider environmental 

effects and alternative actions 


Does not dictate an agency's choice of action 

Requires description of existing conditions at the time 
of the EIS 

Requires the establishment of mitigation actions 

Does not require total ecosystems studies 

Clearly espouses rule of reason, best available 
information, and common sense 
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THE NWPA PROVIDES A ROAD MAP TO NEPA 


Congress stated in the NWPA that the EIS required for 
the repository need not consider: 

• The need for the repository 

• Alternatives to geologic disposal 


° Alternative sites to Yucca Mountain 
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DOE EIS PLANS 


Major EIS preparation steps 
1) Scoping 
2) Data ,gathering and publication of a draft EIS 

•3) Public comment on the draft EIS 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~
~.............Thecurrent  miss ion  plan calls for scop~n~in robe  "~n~g 
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CURRENT STUDIES/FUTURE DIRECTION 

• Focus of current studies is Site characterization 

• Information derived will feed into our EIS 

Additional studies normally addressed through 
scoping process 

Studies can be done earlier, depending on 
programmatic considerations 


Thermal Loading. Study Design being prepared 
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PURPOSE OF THIS NWTRB REVIEW 


As requested, provide background on our 
current program 
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NUCLEAR WASTE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH PANEL MEETING 


Update on DOE's Yucca Mountain Terrestrial Ecosystem Program 
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November 22 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Overview 

Terrestrial Ecosystem Program 

Biological Surveys 

BREAK (15 minutes) 

Reclamation 

Desert Tortoise Studies 

LUNCH 

Site Characterization Effects Monitoring 

Anticipated Repository Effects 

Summary 

BREAK (15 minutes) 

State of Nevada 

General Discussion 
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